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NAMACARADIPAKA
INTRODUCTION

The Namacaradipaka (The Action of Mind)! was traditionally
attributed to the thera Chapata? also later known as Saddhammajoti-
pala® who lived in Arimaddanapura (Pagan) in Burma. This is one
of the nine Abhidhamma manuals entitled in Burmese ‘Let-than’ or
‘Little finger summaries’.* In the beginning of Parakramabahu’s reign
(1165 A.D.) Thera Uttardjiva left Pagan for Mahavihara,> Anuradha-
pura, taking with him as a gift to the Sinhalese monks a copy of
Saddaniti, a comprehensive Pali grammar® written by Aggavamsa in
1154 AD. He was accompanied by his pupil, Chapata, a young
novice (samanera). After sourjourn in Sihaladipa, Uttardjiva left the
Mahavihara for Burma; but Chapata remained there from 1170 to
1180 A.D. learning the Tipitaka and he received his Upasampada
at the hands of the Sihalasangha. Chapata wished to confer it on his
brethren of Pagan and establish a fraternity in Burma. For this
purpose he brought with him four theras of great learning and piety.
Five is the minimum required number for ordination according to the
Vinaya. They were Rahula, born in Sri Lanka; Ananda, born in
Kaiicipura; Sivali, born in the sea-port of Tamralipti, India; and
Tamalinda, a Cambodian prince.7 The nucleus of the Sihalasangha
was formed during the reign of Narapati-Si-Thu (1174-1211).8

Chapata was the reputed author of Vinayasamutthanadipani,
Patimokkhavisodhani, Vinayagilhatthadipani, Simalankarasangaha-
tika, Matikatthadipani, Patthanaganananaya, Abhidhammaitha-

1 Also known in Burma as Namacdradipa or Namacaradipani; Forchhammer,
Essay, p. 35; Pitakatthamain, Rangoon, 1906, p. 45.

2Sometimes pronounced as Chappata or Chapada, the name of the village
where he was born.

3Honorific title given by the king Narapati,

4See Introduction of Abhidhammaithavibhavini-tika, ed. H. Saddhatissa, Pali
Text Society, 1989, p. xiii foll.

SThis was founded by the king of Sihaladipa, Devanampiya Tissa, for the
Arahant Mahinda, Asoka’s son.

$See M. Bode, Early Pali Grammarians in Burma, JPTS 1908; Saddaniti, ed.
Helmer Smith, Lund, 1928-66.

7Sdsanavar_nsa, ed. M. Bode, PTS, p. 65. See Pali Literature of Burma,
reprint, London 1966, p. 18.

8Professor Hall, History of South East Asia, Macmillan, 1964, p. 143.
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